
1 | L i b b y  A p p  f r o m  N e w  H a m p s h i r e  D o w n l o a d a b l e  B o o k s  
 

Libby Instructions 
 

Libby is the new app from our New Hampshire Downloadable Books’ vendor, OverDrive. At this 

time the new app can be used in addition to the current OverDrive app. Both apps allow you to 

read eBooks and listen to audiobooks on your mobile phones and tablet devices.  

 

Finding the Libby App in the Mobile App Store 

 

        
 

The first time you load Libby, you will walk through these welcome screens.  
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Find your library and add your library card. Any result for “New Hampshire State Library” is 

acceptable. You will need to sign into your local public library when you add your card.  

 

            
 

Sign in with your library card number. It is not necessary to sign into an OverDrive account 

unless you wish to sync your eBook or audiobook across multiple devices, allowing you to jump 

to the last read location.  
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Navigating the Site 

 

Tapping on the small “+” symbol in the left of the screen will provide you with many more 

browsing and sorting options! Be aware that they settings “stick” and have to be removed the 

same way.  

 

     
 

 

Spotting the Difference between Available and Checked Out Titles  
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The results of a search allow you to see the borrowing or hold options in a list view. Tapping on 

the Wait List icon provides more details.  

 

 

Borrowing the Title 

 

Select your desired borrowing period and tap borrow. Though app settings, you can set your 

automatic download preferences.  
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Reading the eBook  

 

Once the book opens, swipe or tap the screen to turn pages. View the Menu to see more 

options.  

 

        
 

Sending the eBook to a Kindle eReader or Kindle App 
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Be careful to log into the Amazon correctly so as to not get off track. Ignore the “Sign in” button 

and tap on the “Get library book” button instead.  

   

          
 

Sign into Amazon and send the eBook to the desired Kindle eReader or Kindle app. 
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Listening to an Audiobook in the Libby App 

 

Checking out an audiobook is the same as checking out an eBook. The only difference is the 

size of the file. (Remember, audiobooks are often 10-20 hours of audio!) It is possible to adjust 

your download settings to only download large files (like audiobooks) on Wi-Fi, if desired.  

 

         
 

Early Returns from the Libby App 

 

From “Shelf,” tap on the cover image of the book. Note that eBooks sent to a Kindle eReader or 

Kindle app must be returned from the Amazon website. See these instructions.   
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Reading Magazines on the Libby App 

 

The NHDB has added 25 simultaneous, unlimited checkout magazine titles to the collection. In 

the Libby app, the magazines are checked out and used very similarly as the eBooks. Due to 

their large file size, you may need to update your Download Settings to allow for magazines to 

be downloaded on cellular settings. The magazine titles expire after 14 days, but can be checked 

out again. As time goes on, back issues will be available for continued checkout.  

Increasing Magazine Text Size  

● Within the magazine, tap once to bring up controls.  

● Tap Zoom.  

● Pinch to zoom.  

 

    

 



9 | L i b b y  A p p  f r o m  N e w  H a m p s h i r e  D o w n l o a d a b l e  B o o k s  
 

 

Download Settings 

 

From the Libby app’s main settings menu (the picture of “Libby” found on upper-right corner 

the app’s homepage), you can set your download settings based on your reading habits and 

cellular connectivity usage preferences. The eBooks are typically very small and will not use 

much cellular data, but audiobooks can use much more! Select the option to only download on 

Wi-Fi if you are concerned about cellular data usage.  

 

● Tap on the Libby icon in the upper-right corner of the page.  

● Tap on “Set Up Libby.”  

● Tap on “Choose Download Behavior.”  

 

 
 

 


